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OBITUARY
MR S . W .  HAYTER

Innovation in printmaking
Stanley William Hayter, CBE, 
who died in Paris on May 4, 
aged 84, had a profound 
influence on the development 
of printmaking. Indeed he 
may be said to hâve revolu- 
tionized the art of engraving, 
with his far-reaching experi- 
ments in colour and texture.

He was born in Hackney on 
December 27, 1901, of a line 
of artists; his great-great- 
grandfather, John, was the 
younger brother of Queen 
Victoria’s portrait painter, Sir 
George Hayter.

He graduated at King’s 
College, London, in chemistry 
and geology, and joined the 
'Anglo-lranian Oil Company, 
working in Abadan from 1922 
to 1925. On the expiry of his 
three-year contract he re- 
turned to London where, in 
1926, he exhibited the por
traits and landscapes which he 
had painted in Iran.

Later that year he went to 
Paris which was to remain his 
home for most of his life. He 
studied at the Académie Ju
lian, where he met Joseph 
Hecht, one of the few artists 
who at that time practised 
printmaking as an original 
mode of expression.

Hecht taught Hayter in the 
use of the burin, and he 
became the most accom- 
plished master of line-engrav- 
ing.

H ay te r’s in te res t in 
developing the scope of print
making led him in 1927 to 
found a studio in which artists 
;ould work together and pool 
thfeiî ideas.After two earlier 
locat!ons *his studio moved in 
1933 to No 17, Rue 
Can î pagi ? e-Pre m ière, an ad- 
dress fron,’ which it became 
intemationaltV known as the 
Atelier 17.

Many of the techniques and 
thèm es whicfî hâve 
revolutionised the making of 
prints in this century origi- 
nated there. Amongst the 
artists who profited from its 
first phase were Picasso, Mirô, 
Arp, Tanguy, Giacometti, 
Ernst, Trevelyan, and Peterdi. 
On the outbreak of the Second 
.World War the studio was 
closed.

Hayter re-established it in 
1940 in New York, where it 
provided the stimulus for a 
génération of American print- 
■ makers. He moved it back to 
Paris in 1950, where it still 
flourishes and retains its inter
national and experimental 
character.

Hayter’s painting developed

alongside his printmaking and 
reflected the same préoccupa
tions. His belief in automa- 
tism as the source of artistic 
invention led him to associate 
for a time with the Surrealists, 
and he was included in the 
large exhibition devoted to the 
m ovem ent at the New 
Grosvenor Galleries in 1936. 
In America he was an inno- 
vator in the development of 
abstract expressionism.

More recently his paintings 
and prints reflected his con- 
cern with wave forms and 
other concepts in which his 
scientific interests combined 
with his Creative approach to 
artistic  expression. One 
■remarkable outcome of his- 
combination of science and 
art was his invention of a 
method for colour printing 
from one plate.

Hayter took part in count- 
less exhibitions ail over the 
world. He was chosen to 
represent Great Britain at the 
Venice Biennale of 1958.

Hayter was a man of dy- 
namic energy and infectious 
enthusiasm; he played tennis 
well into his eighties and was a 
keen fisherman. He described 
his technical advances and his 
views about printmaking in 
his publications New Ways o f 
Gravure (1949, reprinted in 
1966, revised 1983) and About 
Prints (1962).

He was appointed OBE in 
1951 and advanced to CBE in 
1968; he received the Légion 
d'Honneur in 1951 and be
came Chevalier des Arts et 
Lettres in 1967.

He leavss two sons of his 
second mariage, to the 
American srilptor, Helen 
Phillips, which was dissolved 
in 1971. His fmt marnage, to 
Edith Fletcher, W;S dissolved 
in 1929.


